
 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
As you are aware the Government have asked schools to prepare for a possible 
reopening on June 1st, 2020 for the priority year groups they have defined as Nursery, 
Reception and Year 1. In addition, it is hoped if all goes well and the country is able to 
continue to meet the 5 key points of the National Covid Strategy, then we will be able to 
open the school later in June for the remaining year groups, (i.e. Years 2, 3 and 4). 
 
Before explaining how the school intends to reopen, the Governing Body wishes to state 
clearly that all decisions made have been done so with one overriding priority:  ‘the 
continued safety of the children, families and staff of St Mary’s and this is 
something they will not compromise on’.  
 
As stated in the Government’s own guidance to schools on how best to reopen, it is very 
difficult to expect young children to socially distance as per the national guidance of 2 
metres. Therefore we have been advised to limit any potential risk through a range of 
strategies that are explained in the proposal below (Part A) which will hopefully answer 
many queries.  
 
The problem of social distancing and young children was highlighted by many parents as 
the key concern in the on-line survey carried out last week. In addition, parents 
expressed concerns about possible prosecution for non-attendance and being left with 
no support from school if their child did not return when school reopens. Governors 
acknowledge these issues and wish to address them immediately to provide some 
reassurance and clarity:  
 

1. The Government guidance advises that ‘Parents will not be fined for 
non-attendance at this time’. 

2. The school will continue to provide a range of home learning resources for those 
children who are not attending school; in addition contact with staff will continue 
and we hope to expand our on-line offer even further. 

 
The Governing Body are clear in their determination to make sure NO child or family are 
abandoned and left behind at this time, whether they are in school or not. The staff will 
continue to do their best to ensure all children are included and offer the appropriate 
support to our families when needed/requested. The school has never been closed for a 
single day so far during this crisis, with staff continuing to work tirelessly to serve and 
help our children and families. The Governors are extremely grateful to all our staff team 
for their efforts, professionalism and spirit. 
 
Best wishes for your safety and health, 
 
 
 
Joyce Guthrie (Chair of Governors) Gary Hilton (Head teacher) 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Part A - The Proposal for school re-opening. 
 
This proposal is intended to provide you with the information on how the Governing Body 
intends to reopen the school whilst remaining as safe as we possibly can. The Covid-19 
virus means no school can guarantee the safety of all in a school, but we can do our 
best to reduce the risk. 
 
The following proposal is a list of the initial strategies the school will employ during the 
re-opening and beyond. It is not a definitive list and other actions will be added as new 
advice and guidance is published. 
 
Staggered opening: 
To ensure we have the capacity and maintain the highest standards of safety we will 
have a staggered opening: 

● Key worker children will continue as currently from June the 1st. They will be 
taught in their own grouping/bubble. 

● Reception - June 1st 2020 
● Year 1 - June 1st 2020 
● Nursery - June 9th 2020 
● Possible start dates for other year groups to be confirmed later in June, but again 

it will be staggered to ensure we maintain the highest levels of safety. 
 
Entry and exit to school: 
There will be staggered drop-off and pick times for each year group, changing the length 
of the school day: 

● Key Worker children start at 8:30am- finish 3:00pm 
● Year 1: start at 8:40am - finish 2:50pm 
● Reception: start at 8:50am - finish 3.00pm 
● Nursery: start at 9.00am - finish 12 noon 
● Year 2: start at 9:10am - finish 3:10pm 
● Year 3: start at 9:20am - finish 3:20pm 
● Year 4: start at 9:30am - finish 3:30pm 

 
Families with siblings must pick a single year group timing for all of their children. 
Families with pupils in nursery will still have to collect that child at 12:00 noon.This must 
be confirmed with the head teacher to ensure appropriate Covid safety procedures can 
be followed. 

 
During this time social distancing queuing measures will be put in place. Staff will be on 
hand to support parents with this, and children will only be accepted at those times. If 
late, parents and children will have to wait until the respective year group is finalised and 
staff are available to escort the child into school safely. 
 
Children must be collected at the correct time.  
 
All children (including YEAR 4) MUST be accompanied by an adult for drop off and pick 
up in case there is an issue of concern. No children will be accepted into school or sent 

 



 

home without an adult, this is to ensure social distancing and appropriate `Covid safety 
measures can be adhered to. 

 
 
Starting School 
To ensure we can continue to provide the safest possible learning environment, the 
school requires at least 48 hours notice (working days) of your child returning to school. 
We need this time to ensure we can place them securely with adequate resources and 
appropriate adult supervision. Due to issues of safety, we will not accept a child in school 
without this level of prior notice. 
 
Nursery provision: 
Due to safety and staffing issues, initially we will only be able to offer morning provision 
for Nursery children from 9-12 each day with no lunch on offer. This will be reviewed 
after the initial opening period. 
 
Breakfast and after school club: 
We are unable to offer breakfast or after school provision for the remainder of the 
summer term. 
 
Daily temperature checks: 
To provide additional confidence for families and staff alike, all adults and children in 
school will be tested before entering the main building using an electronic head 
thermometer to ensure we minimise contact and risk. Any adult/child displaying a high 
temperature will be asked to leave school immediately and begin the stay at home 
national protocols. 
 
A fever will be classified as per NHS guidance with a  child registering a fever if over 
37.5 celsius and adults over 37.8 celsius. 
 
Class size: 
Each year group will be split into small groups (a bubble) with a designated staff member 
who will stay with them at all times. Creating a bubble of children and adult/s will allow us 
to more effectively manage risk. Each bubble will have their own classroom and 
resources both for learning and play. They will not be allowed to mix with other bubbles 
in school.  
 
Outdoor areas will be sectioned into zones to keep everyone safe: for instance, one 
bubble may use the rear playground and another the front.  
 
Support staff will supervise the children when the bubble adult needs a rest break. This 
will be done adhering to social distancing protocols, thereby reducing the potential to 
affect the safety of the class bubble. 
 
Learning environment: 
The classrooms have been altered to provide as much space between children as 
possible. The children will have individual desks with resources in their trays next to 
them to prevent them needing to walk around the classroom. Children will have 

 



 

individual resource packs (pencil, rulers, etc) and will not be allowed to share any 
resources at this time.  

 
Early Years children will work in smaller groups and not on desks, but the environment 
will be highly structured to reduce social contact and reduce the risk of transference. 
 
The children will not be able to bring in book bags or backpacks. They should simply 
bring a coat and a water bottle. Which will be stored in clear plastic bags to reduce the 
risk of cross contamination in cloak room areas. 
 
Many of the regular learning areas such as reading areas have been removed, as have 
resources such as soft furnishings,sand, water,playdough and other craft materials etc 
that are difficult to clean and therefore pose a potential risk. 

 
Curriculum: 
The curriculum offer will have to be changed under the current circumstances. Our main 
focus will be on re-introducing the children to school, rebuilding relationships and 
confidence and modelling how to stay safe in this new learning environment.  Primarily 
our learning will be based outside, as this is the safest place to be at the moment . 
 
The curriculum will also have a physical education bias, with PE being a regular event 
each day in the bubbles. As such the school uniform code is being altered, to reflect the 
curriculum and safety measures. All that is required is for your child to wear their school 
jumper; everything else can be non-uniform and appropriate for outdoor physical play. 
We will not allow PE kits, as changing clothes etc will increase risk of spreading the 
virus. 
 
There will be no work sent home for those children in school including those in Early 
Years as we wish to contain as best we can any risk within the bubble model. 
 
Movement around school: 
Children will only be allowed in their specified classroom and toilets. They will be 
supervised when entering and exiting their designated spaces to ensure social 
distancing can be maintained as well as possible. To prevent mixing of bubbles toilet 
breaks will be timetabled, unless a child has a medical condition or personal emergency. 
This will not apply to Nursery and Reception bubbles. 

 
Lunchtime: 
To minimise risk, initially the school will provide packed lunches for all the children 
during the first phase of opening. All we want the children to come to school with is their 
own drinking bottle. Families who confirm a place will be sent the menu later this week 
for the first week. Eating is a time when risk increases, therefore again using packed 
lunches we intend to have a lot of picnics during the remainder of the term to manage 
any risk. Children with medically confirmed allergies will need to contact the head 
teacher directly to discuss. 

 
 
 

 



 

Cleaning and handwashing: 
Handwashing will be carried out regularly throughout the day and pre/post activities. The 
children will be prompted to wash using the 20 second rule and will have access to a 
range of resources to support developing good habits. Classrooms will be thoroughly 
cleaned at the end of the day to ensure they are safe and ready for the next day. During 
the day the school will be carrying out enhanced cleaning of common touch surfaces 
such as doors, chairs, desks, etc. 

 
 
Uniform: 
Children can wear their own clothes for school to reflect more PE and outdoor learning. 
All we request is they wear their school jumper/cardigan. There is no need for anything 
other than normal personal hygiene and washing of clothes following a day in a school. 
Uniform that cannot be machine washed should be avoided. 
 
Children must have newly washed clean clothes each day. If school suspects this is not 
the case, then parents/carers will be asked to remove the child until they can return with 
a new set of clean clothes. 

 
Procedure for dealing with incidents of illness: 
If a child or adult becomes unwell at any time they will be immediately removed from the 
bubble and in the case of a child, the parent/carer will be contacted for immediate 
collection, as per NHS guidelines. An adult with appropriate PPE will stay with the child 
and weather permitting will do so outside to reduce risk of contamination. The school will 
expect the adult or child to immediately follow the national testing guidance and inform 
the school of the results once known. 
 
At the same time as the identified adult/child who has displayed Covid-19 symptoms is 
sent home, so will the rest of the bubble be sent home including staff. Again, these 
individuals and families should follow the stay at home guidance from the government 
until contacted by school. If tests are negative, then all those in the bubble will be able to 
return to school the next working day. If positive all those in the bubble will have to then 
self isolate for 14 days as per Government guidance. 

 
Link to national testing:  https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fapply-coronavirus-test&data=01%7C01%7Cdean.jackson%40northumberland.gov.uk%7C44f2b57b4b1e4c48b12508d7f69010e3%7Cbb13a9de829042f0a980dc3bdfe70f40%7C0&sdata=EpuSc8pWkRHoUHwYcZPNODipJ9T8ces9W2lGZTYluyM%3D&reserved=0


 

 
Part B - Non-negotiable expectations for attendance during the Covid -19 
Pandemic . 
 
This a list of non-negotiable expectations the school intends to implement for those 
families who send their children to school. These are based on national guidance and 
will support us all in reducing the risk of spreading Covid-19. 
 

 
● Headteachers and Governors reserve the right to amend the offer of provision at 

any point based on the scientific evidence and guidance provided daily from the 
Government. 

● The offer of a place in school is dependent on the family and child following the 
agreed Covid-19 principles of safe practice and social distancing as defined by 
national guidelines, school risk assessments and related school 
safe-guarding/behaviour policies. 

● The provision will be a modified version and not the typical school routine, 
groupings, class arrangements or curriculum content. 

● Drop off and collection times may be staggered to minimize ‘pinch points’ at 
school gates or car parks. 

● St Mary’s will adopt the Northumberland County Council Health and Safety Risk 
Assessment as a model and modify it to the individual needs of the school.  

● Parents and staff accept that 2 metre distancing cannot be expected in Early 
Years or Primary settings and we can only mitigate risk through: 
  

- Minimising contact and mixing of groups 
- Regular cleaning of the setting and resources 
- Frequent handwashing 
- Clean clothes each day 
- Agreeing to comply with Health and Safety requirements including daily 

temperature testing. 
 

● Parents/carers must provide 48 hours notice of their child wanting to return to 
school. 

● Children will be allocated to a small group (bubble) of around 10, (maximum 15 
children) with a specified adult and they will remain together as a unit throughout 
the child’s time in school to minimise cross over with other bubbles in the school. 

● Children and staff will remain in their group for break times and meal times. 
Specified staff may relay their supervision to enable breaks for one another while 
adhering to social distancing rules. 

● Parents and staff must accept that if any one member of the bubble 
develops Covid 19 symptoms then all members  of the group and their 
families must immediately leave school and follow the agreed protocols as 
specified in the school’s Health and Safety Risk Assessment. 

● Parents will not be fined for their child’s non-attendance 
● School will provide a packed lunches for all children so reducing the risk of 

spreading the virus. 

 



 

● Children wear their own clean  clothes each day, suitable for a range of 
fitness/outdoor/craft activities. 

● PPE will not be worn as a general rule but must be worn by staff when 
administering First Aid or intimate care. 

● Home-schooling provision will be modified to manage the workload of staff who 
are working in school and setting tasks and providing feedback for children at 
home. 

 
 
Part C - Link to confirm place for summer term 2020 
 
We would appreciate confirmation if you intend to send your child to school during the 
remainder of the summer term or if you intend to continue to home school. This will allow 
us to plan effectively for supporting those who are in school and those who will remain at 
home. 
 
A reminder of the provisional staggered dates for reopening are: 
 

● Reception: June 1st 2020 
● Year 1: June 1st 2020 
● Nursery: June 9th 2020 
● Years 2-4: staggered entry to be confirmed by the end of June 2020. 

 
 
Please follow this link to complete the on-line survey: 
  

 


