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Teacher’s notes 
 

This matching or snap game is intended to clarify exactly when pupils should be using each type of 

punctuation. You may choose to laminate it to make it last longer. It can be differentiated, so you 

could start with just . , ! ?, then add the more advanced punctuation as the children’s confidence 

grows. Children can play in pairs or groups. 

 

. 

full stop 

? 

question 

mark 

! 
exclamation 

mark 

London 

capital 

letter 

, 

comma 

 “     ” 
inverted 

commas 

or speech 

marks 

 (    ) 

brackets 

: 

colon 

; 

 semi-

colon 

_ 

dash 

’ 
apostrophe 

- 

hyphen 
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The most 

common way to 

end a sentence. 

Used at the end 

of a sentence 

which asks a 

question. 

Used at the end 

of a sentence to 

express strong 

feelings, 

excitement or 

give orders. 

Used at the 

beginning of 

sentences or to 

mark a proper 

noun. 

Used to mark the 

beginning and 

end of speech. 

Enclose extra 

information to 

indicate 

parenthesis. More 

commonly used 

in formal writing. 

Used at the start 

of a list or as an 

‘equals sign’ 
between clauses. 

Separates 

phrases and 

clauses, words in 

a list or a 

parenthetic 

clause. 

Used to show a 

letter has been 

left out 

(omission), or to 

indicate 

possession. 

Used to separate 

independent 

clauses, or to 

break up detailed 

lists. 

Used to separate 

extra information 

to indicate 

parenthesis. More 

commonly used 

in informal 

writing. 

Used to join two 

words together to 

create one word. 

Helps to avoid 

ambiguity. 
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Answers 

 

 

. 

full stop 

The most 

common way to 

end a sentence. 

? 

question mark 

Used at the end 

of a sentence 

which asks a 

question. 

! 

exclamation mark 

Used at the end 

of a sentence to 

express strong 

feelings, 

excitement or 

give orders. 

London 

capital letter 

Used at the 

beginning of 

sentences or to 

mark a proper 

noun. 

“     ” 
inverted commas 

or speech marks 

Used to mark the 

beginning and 

end of speech. 

(    ) 

brackets 

Enclose extra 

information to 

indicate 

parenthesis. More 

commonly used 

in formal writing. 

: 

colon 

Used at the start 

of a list or as an 

‘equals sign’ 
between clauses. 

, 

comma 

Separates 

phrases and 

clauses, words in 

a list or a 

parenthetic 

clause. 

’ 
apostrophe 

Used to show a 

letter has been 

left out 

(omission), or to 

indicate 

possession. 

; 

 semi-colon 

Used to separate 

independent 

clauses, or to 

break up detailed 

lists. 

_ 

dash 

Used to separate 

extra information 

to indicate 

parenthesis. More 

commonly used 

in informal 

writing. 

- 

hyphen 

Used to join two 

words together to 

create one word. 

Helps to avoid 

ambiguity. 

 


