
27/01/2021: Berwick St Mary’s CE First School 
 
Update on home learning, school reopening, face masks and Covid          
testing for staff 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Our school staff may be made up of teachers, teaching assistants, cooks, cleaners,             
lunchtime supervisors and administrators, but we are also parents and grandparents,           
and believe me when I say we fully appreciate and admire the huge commitment you               
have all made to supporting your children throughout the last 12 months. Especially             
the compromises you have had to make to balance your own family responsibilities             
with that of home learning, the new skills you have had to learn to deliver home                
learning, as well as the fact you are trying to safely guide your family through a global                 
pandemic, when the only apparent  certainty in life is uncertainty. 
 
The staff continue to strive hard to provide a wide range of home learning resources               
to meet the individual needs of every one of our families, whilst at the same time                
meeting the expectations of the Government in delivering set amounts of work for             
children dependent on their age and stage of development. In setting this work the              
school acknowledges parents and carers can only do their best in relation to home              
learning and there will be times when the needs of the family take priority, therefore               
some tasks may not be completed that day, however what is achieved is a loving,               
caring and nurturing family environment, that will allow the children to flourish. 
 
All we ask as a school is you work with us to support your child in the best way                   
possible for your family circumstances, so please don’t worry if not every activity is              
completed, simply try and take a little of the time you have to maybe read, talk, play                 
or simply be with your child. The present situation is confusing enough for adults, so               
our children need the reassurance of the family at this time just as much as anything                
else we can give them. 
 
Supporting you as parents/carers is also a priority for our school, therefore please let              
us know if you need any assistance in relation to home learning, from accessing the               
on-line resources to simply understanding how we teach a topic. NO question or             
query is a silly one, so please get in contact if you need any support. 
 
It is important to remember that the whole country/world is going through this, but              
when we get through it the St Mary’s community as always will pull together to               
ensure our children fulfil their potential. The future is not simply about catching up              
what has been missed in lessons, but ensuring that our children have the             
opportunities provided to enable them to achieve their ambitions and dreams, which            
in a strong community such as St Mary’s, we will make that happen. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Gary Hilton 
 
 



School Reopening Procedures 
 
The school reopens on Monday 01/02/2021 for critical worker and vulnerable           
children. To allow us to organise a safe reopening please can you complete the              
survey link below to secure a place in school. Unfortunately due to current restrictions              
places are limited on the grounds of health and safety, so please complete the survey               
as soon as possible. Please note, even if your child was in school before this current                
closure, we still need you to confirm you want a place from next Monday. 
 
Survey link: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TPK7YM/ 
 
We will confirm your child’s place via text by Friday at 5pm. Any applications received               
later than this will be responded to before 5pm on Sunday. 
 
Face coverings for drop off and pick up. 
 
In our attempts to ensure we limit the risk of Covid in school, from the 01/02/2021 we                 
request all parents/carers to wear a face mask on school premises. Unless you are              
medically exempt please ensure you are wearing a face covering one you enter the              
school gates. 
 
Covid Testing for school staff 
 
From the 25/1/2021 school staff will have access to a Lateral Flow Test twice a week                
as part of the Government’s strategy to prevent the spread of Covid-19 within our              
community. The staff will be doing the tests at home on a Sunday and Wednesday               
evening, if positive they will then be required to do a further PCR test at one of the                  
local testing centres. 
 
If staff report a positive Lateral Flow Test, the Governors of Berwick St Mary’s CE               
First School have decided to close the associated class bubble immediately until the             
result is confirmed by the more accurate PCR test. This will mean your child, if               
affected will be required to stay at home and access our home learning offer until we                
receive confirmation of the PCR test result. If the PCR test confirms the positive test               
then the class bubble will be closed for a period of 10 days (start date to be                 
confirmed with Public Health England), if the PCR test is negative the class bubble              
will re-open the following school day. 
 
We fully appreciate the inconvenience closures of class bubbles cause, however the            
safety of your children and family is our main priority. 
 
Contact us: 
 
If you have any queries or concerns please just contact us via: 

●  your Tapestry account  
● email: admin@st-maryscofe.northumberland.sch.uk 
● Tel: 01289 306170 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TPK7YM/
mailto:admin@st-maryscofe.northumberland.sch.uk

